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Lesson Three: Is Darwin’s Evolution True? 

 

The Theory of Evolution  

I. In our class today we’re looking at questions regarding evolution.  

A. We live in a world that has accepted and been changed by the thinking and teaching of Evolution.  

1. The word itself simply means “change.” But when we hear it used in our cultural context we think of 

Charles Darwin’s general theory of evolution.  

2. When one speaks of Evolution they are describing the “leading idea for how all of the animals and 

people of this world came to be in their present condition.”  

B. This idea is so prevalent in our society that to doubt it is seen as to doubt science itself.  

1. Richard Dawkins, one of the most outspoken modern atheists and Darwinists, wrote, “Evolution is as 

much a fact as the heat of the sun. it is not a theory, and pity’s sake, let’s stop confusing the 

philosophically naïve by calling it so. Evolution is a fact.”  

2. In 1994 Walter Cronkite said in the documentary “The Story of Human Evolution” – “If you go back 

far enough, we and the chimps share a common ancestor. My father’s father’s father, going back 

maybe a half million generations, about 5 million years ago – was an ape.”  

3. Richard Dawkins has been outspoken about his distain against creation: “If you meet somebody who 

claims not to believe in evolution, that person is ignorant, stupid, or insane.”  

4. Judith Hays (Wichita State University) – “If we are going to teach creation science as an alternative 

to evolution, then we should also teach the stork theory as an alternative to biological reproduction.   

C. There is great hostility between the theory of evolution and Christianity.  

 

II. The theory of evolution predates Charles Darwin 

A. There were evolutionists among the early Greeks.  

1. Empedocles (493-435 B.C.) believed that plants and animals were not produced simultaneously.  

2. There were men from the Renaissance – Bacon (1561-1626) who called attention to the variation in 

animals and suggested the variations was evidence of the origin of new species.  

 

III. But the theory took on new life, a greater acknowledgement and acceptance, from Charles Darwin.  

A. 1859 Darwin wrote a book called “The Origin of Species”  

1. He wrote about his observations on an expedition he took. He noticed differences in birds on the 

Galapagos islands, how they were different from the birds on the mainland.  

2. Their beaks were shorter and thicker. Some hardly flew at all. Their diets were different.  
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3. His observations led him to conclude there must have been an ancestral bird, and as time passed, 

those who could adapt to the surroundings survived. They passed this genetic trait until eventually a 

new species arose. 

  

What is Evolution 

I. Before we get to answering our friends – let’s do a little work understanding what evolution truly is.  

A. There are two different concepts that need to be distinguished.  

1. Macroevolution – this is what is normally thought of when one hears “evolution.”  

a. It describes the changes that supposedly have occurred on a massive scale.  

b. It’s the “philosophy that all life on earth gradually evolved from a single-celled organism by 

means of random mutations and natural selection (survival of the fittest) [Darwin’s Tree] 

1) Aka – molecules to man 

c. The story of macroevolution goes like this:  

1) The universe began billions of years ago through an incident known as the “big bang”  

2) The earth began as a red hot ball that cooled and happened to contain the proper 

conditions and chemicals for life.  

3) The conditions were just right, and a single living organism developed from some 

“primordial soup”  

4) Other organisms came from this first one, and they began to take on various 

characteristics in response to their environment  

5) Through the process of “natural selection” (survival of the fittest) all living organisms 

evolved into their present state.  

 

2. Microevolution – refers to smaller, limited changes within a “kind” of organism. 

a. Within a given kind, there are variations that arise from generation to generation.  

b. For example – within the dog kind, there are many breeds that exist, distinguishing one breed 

from another, but they are all dogs.  

c. The evidence of one kind evolving to another kind is missing  

 

B. What this shows us is:  

1. Simply saying, “Evolution is false” is a false statement. 

a. Microevolution is something that happens – is evident.  

b. We need to clarify our language if we’re going to speak about evolution 

c. “Macroevolution” or “Darwin’s evolution” is false.  

 

2. Simply because one is true doesn’t make the other true.  

a. This is what many, like Darwin, have done. 
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b. Since microevolution is true (there’s evidence of small changes) then macroevolution is true.  

c. However that is an assumption built on no evidence.  

 

How to Answer our Friends?  

I. First we need to stand our ground and not give into certain assumptions:   

A. Evolution is true/has been proven true  

1.  Darwin’s evolution is a theory – no evidence to prove it true.  

B. Evolution is science, creation is religion (one belongs in the classroom, and the other in the church 

house)  

1. Actually both of them are beliefs about the past (both are matters of faith)  

2. There is no way to go back and examine the beginning scientifically  

3. One is based on the words of God, the other on the words/ideas of man  

C. All scientists believe in evolution  

1. Great scientists from the past and present believe in creation  

2. Ben Stein’s movie “Expelled” highlighted this.  

3. Francis Collins – director of the National Institutes of Health.  

D. The fossil record proves evolution  

1. It doesn’t. In fact, it gives evidence to a massive flood, rather than the time necessary for evolution 

to be true.  

2. This is one of the greater evidences against evolution is the fossil record – Stephen C. Meyer wrote 

a book about it called “Darwin’s Doubt”  

a. You would think if Darwinism was true there’d be evidence of half-kinds (half-bird/half-fish, 

etc.)  

b. Rather what you have is a massive collection of fully formed kinds (fish, birds, mammals, etc.)  

c. “The absence of these transitional fossils is a serious problem which cannot be easily dismissed” 

(Genes, Genesis, and Evolution, 201) 

3. It’s the missing link – where’s the transitional fossils? Where’s the evidence?  

 

II. Secondly – we need to establish our starting place – there are two paths:  

A. Those who don’t believe in God 

1. Their questions might be something like, “Is Darwin’s evolution true?” or “why don’t you believe in 

Darwin’s evolution?”  

2. How would you respond? What might be some good questions to ask one who believes in Darwin’s 

evolution?  

a. How can something come from nothing?  

b. If there ever was a time when nothing existed, why isn’t there nothing today? Is matter eternal? 
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c. Where’s the missing link? Where is the evidence that kind changes to kind (evolution on a 

macro-scale)?  

d. How does one account for things such as complexity coming from simplicity? How does order 

come from chaos?  

e. Is information/the mind the same as matter?  

1) If Darwin’s evolution is true, then this means that the ability to think and reason is the result 

of unintelligent chemical and material processes. Non-intelligence produced intelligence. 

f. Could the common traits one sees in different species be evidence of an intelligent design?  

3. “If Darwinism is true then there are 4 inescapable conclusions: ‘there is no evidence for God, there’s 

no life after death, there’s no absolute foundation for right and wrong; and there’s no ultimate 

meaning to life.” William Provine (Cornell University)  

  

B. Those who do believe in God yet believe God made the world using evolution (Theistic evolution)  

1. The question may come as, “Could God have used evolution to create the world?”  

a. The real question is not “could God” but “did God”?  

2. The question fails to understand the heart of evolution:  

a. “The diversity of life on earth is the outcome of evolution: an unsupervised, impersonal, 

unpredictable and natural process of temporal descent with genetic modification that is affected by 

natural selection, chance, historical contingencies and changing environments.” [American National 

Association of Biology Teachers]  

b. Notice the words: unsupervised, impersonal, unpredictable, natural – a guided process without 

God. There is no room for God in the definition 

3. The question also fails to understand how God describes the creation of the world:  

a. Heb. 11:3 – by faith we understand that the worlds were created by the Word of God  

b. We were not there to witness what occurred, so our understanding of the beginning is by faith 

4. How did God create the world?  

a. He existed before anything was (Gen. 1:1)  

b. He spoke all into existence – it was created through His power and His wisdom  

c. He created living things after their own kind (Gen. 1:21, 24-25)  

1) Kind: “the original organisms (and their descendants) created supernaturally by God; 

these organisms reproduce only in their own kind within the limits of preprogrammed 

information, but with great variation .  

2) The canine kind, the feline kind, etc.  

d. God made the world in 6 days.  

1) Some suggest that the days were longer periods of time – billions of years – giving the 

time necessary  

2) The problem is that this isn’t found in the bible. Day in Genesis 1 is qualified with “evening 

and morning”  
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3) Also in other references the time is spoken of as one week (Ex. 20:11; 31:15-18) – and is 

used as the basis for the Hebrew work week.  

 

III. How do I talk to my friends about evolution?  

A. I speak from a standpoint of reason – what is more reasonable – where does the evidence point –  

B. Annie and Darwin 

C. Is there something beyond reason/evidence that is keeping someone from trusting in the evidence?  

1. What are some questions I can give to help them think?  

 


